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The Goſpel not - bfard, not contrary 
e Juſtice, nor licentious, 
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2 TIMor Y II. 25. 


Dn Meekneſs inflrudting thoſe that op- = 
3 themſelves; 3 if God peradven- 


ture will give them . 8 


the he acknowledging the T. 


ſome good Meaſure qualified for it; patient, 


not provoked to Wrath, or undue Reſent- . 
ment, by the Oppoſition, which ſome may 


make unto the Goſpel. 


I apprehend that intelligent Mathers —_ 
. cad _—_— that there are four Things, 3 
5 1 Sener, e 


wh \HE Apoſtle i in the Context gives Db : 
rections to Titus, how to diſcharge 
1 that important Service, unto which _ 
he was called, in the Church. Exhorts him 

to avoid fooliſh. and unlearned Queſtions, be- 
cauſe they gender Strifes. And the Servant of 

the Lord muſt not firive : But be gentle to all 
Men, apt to teach, i. e. diſpoſed to it, and in 


| 
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ä Goſpel not alſurd, not 


general, obſervable in my Text; viz. That 
| Jome oppoſe the Goſpel—That Infiruftion i is to be 
given to them — That this Inſtruction muſt be 
given in Meekneſs — That the End to be pro- 


| poſed therein is, heir Repentance, and * | 
as. 13.556 of the TOO: 4 


E > Some, yea, many pi the Goſpel. 


1 5 * great Number objected to it, in the Time 
of the Apoſtles, have in ſucceeding Ages, 
nc do, and we muſt expect a continued 
Oppoſition unto it, from carnal Men, For, 
AuAnto them it is Feoliſbneſs, and, therefore, they 
think it is their Wiſdom to reject. it. They | 
charge it with Abſurdity ; reproach it, as 77- | 
„„ conſiſtent with Juſtice, and licentious. Theſe 
care very heavy Charges indeed, and if the 
can be ſupported, are ſufficient to ſink its 
„ Credit with all wiſe and virtuous Perſons. 


1. A Charge of Abſurdity is brought againſt 5 


: I confeſs, that ſome do advance abſurd 
; Motions and call them evangelical Truths. 
One Inſtance whereof permit me to give, vis. 

The Pre-exiſtence of the human Soul of 

Chriſt, and that the Covenant of Grace was 
made therewith. Some think that Exiſ- 
tence was given to the intellectual Part of 
his human Nature, before all Worlds. No r,, 
either that Duration, wherein his Soul ex, 
iſted before the Creation, had Commence- 
ment, or it had not. If it had not, then his 
Soul'1 1s Opn eternal ; and it cannot be a 


voluntary 


3 


contrary to Juſtice, nor li centious. 3. 


voluntary Production. For, that which al- 
ways was, cannot be the Production of any 
Cauſe whatſoever. Becauſe, that which 1s 


1 once was not. If that Duration 


ad Commencement, as it muſt, moſt cer- 


tainly; if his Soul was created, then there 
are two limited Durations; one wherein the 
Soul of Chriſt exiſted, Pede the Creation; 
and another, which began with the Creation. 5 
For, according to the Language of the Scrip- 
ture, In the Beginning God created the Hea- 
vens, and the Earth : which cannot poſſibly 
mean the Commencement of a Duration, 
= which was long, very long before it. And, 
therefore, this neceſſarily ſuppoſes, that there 
are two Beginnings, in finite and limited Du- 
| ration, For, that Duration, wherein it is 
thought, the Soul of Chriſt exiſted before the 
Creation, even to the End of the World, is 
| finite and limited; it had a Beginning, and it 
will have an End. Time is the whole of mea- 
ſurable and limited Duration: And it muſt | 
include in it all Duration which hath a Limit. 
And, therefore, as meaſurable Duration can- 
not have two Ends; ſc... it cannot have 
| two Beginnings, This Notion therefore, of 
the Pre-exiſtence of the Soul of Chriſt, muſt 
be falſe, if it is true, that God created the 
| Heavens, and the Earth, in the Beginning. 1 
For it is moſt clearly abſurd to imagine, that 


| limited Duration had two Beginnings. 
C Farther, 
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4 The Goſpel not abſurd, not 


' Farther, It ſeems exceedingly ſtrange to 
me, that any ſhould think that the Covenant 


of Grace was made with the human Soul of 
Chriſt. His human Nature was contrafted | 
for, in that Covenant, by his divine Perſon, | 


as a conſtituent Part of Himſelf, in the 2 


racter of Mediator; but it was not a contract- 
ing Party therein. To conceive it was, is to 
raiſe it unto a Dignity, which is infinitely 

above its Due. Nor could it poſſibly be ſuch, 
becauſe the fœderal Tranſactions of the di- 
vine Perſons were not external Acts, which 
they muſt have been, if the Covenant of Grace 
was made with the Soul of Chriſt. They were 
internal Acts of the Deity, and not external. 
I be Covenant of Grace is the diſtinct Actingss 
of the divine Wiſdom and Will, which are 
one eſſentially, in the diſtinct n Perſons, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, reſpecting thßge 
Salvation of the Elect. And, conſequently, 
they were not external Acts, but internal: 
wherefore that Covenant could not be made 5 

with the Soul of Chriſt. Beſides, if his Soul 

N exiſted when that Covenant Was e into, | 
it is not an eternal Covenant. This Conſe- 
gquence is granted; and the Eternity of the 
Covenant of Grace is denied, by the Advo- 
cates for this Opinion. They therefore, muſt 
alſo allow, that once there was no Covenant 5 
bol Grace: That once Chriſt was not Media- 
tor: 1 hat once 115 was not a Head: That 


once 


. 
contrary to Juſſice, nor licentious. 5 


once He had no Body or Members: That 
once He was not a Surety for the Church: 


= That once the Elect were not given to Him 1% 
dy the Father : That once they were tk 
bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings i in Him : Or, 1 

that once, that Grace was not given to them 1. 

in Him, according to which they are faved 14 
and called, with an holy Calling. All theſe 
due unavoidable Conſequences of that Opinion. 
N aſtoniſhing to me, that any ſhould eſte m 


that an evangelical Truth, which undeniably 

everts the Eternity of the Covenant of Grace, 

| which this moſt evidently does, as the Em. |} 
bracers of it, are free to grant. That very © 

elegant and glorious Context, which you have, i 


in Proverbs, Chap. viii, from Verſe 21 to the 8 I 
: $7” incluſive, hath been abuſed 8 erverted — 
to give Countenance unto it; which the g 

Reader may ſee vindicated in my . „ 
be proper Eternity of the Divine Decree. 

Ihe Arians, who would be thought Men of 4 

ſuperior Senſe and Wiſdom, are guilty of tze 

ſiame Abſurdity. They ſuppoſe, that the Body 

of Chriſt was animated by a Spirit, a, 

wWuo.as created long before all Worlds . 

that Spirit was concerned in the Creation of 


all other Beings. Now if that Duration, Wwhere- _ 
in that Spirit exiſted, before the Creation . 
1 World, Was immeaſurable, it muſt be Eter- 
| nity. If meaſurable, then it is included in 
Time, for Time is the Whole of meaſurable 
Duration ; 3 and, conſequently, Time muſt 
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"0 5M 2 Goſpel not abjurd, not 
have had two Beginnings ; one when this i Spi- 


rit was created; and another when the World 
was created ; that is, if Moſes ſpeaks Truth, 
who ſays: Tn the Beginning God created the _ 
Heavens and the Earth. But this * the 15 


: Bye * 


The Oppoſers af the Goſpel charge various 


7 Dodtrines of it with Abſurdity. 


I.) The Doctrine of the Trinity. 1 fub- | 


| #0 es, ſay they, that there are three Gods. 


Anſe. This is a Miſtake. For the divine 


Eſſence is one; though there are three divine 
Perſons ſubſiſting therein. They object to 


this Anſwer thus: A diſtindt Perſon is a diſ- = 


tit Eſſence. Unto which it may be replied; 
Every finite created Perſon is ſo; but it * : 
not follow, that a diſtin divine Perſon is a 
diſtinct Being. God may be one ſent, * 
and three perſonally, for ought we 4 
can know. Our Reaſon cannot prove that it 5 
is impoſſible, that three intelligent Agents 
ſhould an in the divine Eſſence. It can 


moſt 2 


1228 3 TEM valaby conceit, that there was an \ Everlaſt- - 
ing, before the World began, which had Commencement : 
As others fooliſhly dream, that there will be an Everlaſting, 
after the End of the World, which will have a Period put unto. 
it. Both have an Hypotheſis to ſerve, which cannot be main- 
tiained withoyt the Grant thereof. But the Truth of neither, I 
dure affirm, Will ever be proved by any Man whatſoever. He 
who denies, that Puniſhment for Sin will be endleſs, may as 
ſoon prove, that there will be an Everlaſting, when this World 
| ſhall ceaſe to be, that will have an End: As he will be able to 

: N that there was an Everlaſting, before the Creation, which 


had a Beginning, who thinks, that FO our of Chriſt exiſted N 
befpre the World began. hs 


now or 
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Approbation : And, therefore, are three Per- 


ſons; for not to infiſt on a critical Definition 
of a Perſon, J underſtand, and mean thereby 
an intelligent Agent. This Doctrine contra 
dicts not the Unity of the Deity, and there 
fore it is not abſudd. 
(2.) The precious Doctrine of proper Atone- 
ment for Sin by the Death of Chriſt, is alſo ſaid 
to be abſurd: The Guilt of one cannot become 
= another's. Anſw, Not by Contraction; but 
it may by Imputation, if there is a proper 
Ground for it, which there is in this Caſe; 
vi. Chriſt's Suretyſhip for us. His under- 
taking to expiate our Guilt, is a Juſt and fit 
Foundation for the Charge of it to Him. 
Again, it is objected, that the Sufferings of 
one who is innocent, cannot ſatisfy for the Crimes 
a guilty Perſon, To which it may be re- 
plied, Chriſt was innocent in Himſelf; but 
- our Crimes being imputed to Him, He did 
not ſuffer, conſidered as innocent; but as 
| guilty, - by the Imputation of our "Guile to 
Him. And, therefore, His Sufferings were 
| ofa penal Nature, and by Reaſon of the Dig- 
| nity of His Perſon, they were ſatisfactory tor 
that Guilt, in Relation unto which thoſe Sut- 


Linge x were inflicted on Him. 7 


contrary. to Juſtice, nor licentious. 7 
moſt \clearly prove the Unity of the divine 
Eſſence; but we have not, nor can have 

ſuch a Knowledge of that Eflence, as to de- 


monſtrate, that there tannot three ſubſiſt | 
therein, who act with Wiſdom, Will, and 


6% The | 


8 A Goſpel not ford, mr” 


(3; \ The important Doctrine of Juſtifica- 
. by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is like- 
wiſe pronounced abſurd. The Righteouſneſs of 
one, it is ſaid, cannot become the Righteouſneſs 

of another. Anſw. It cannot inherently : Or 
the obediential Acts of one cannot become 
the perſonal Actions of another. But the Obe- |? 
dience of one may become another's by Im- 
pPutation, if there is a fit Ground for it; which 
there is in this Affair; vig. our Union with 

? Chriſt, and. His bene made under the Law 
TD. as, ) The glorious Truth of che and . 
=: irreſiſtible Grace is alſo affirmed to be ab/urd. 
| _ - Tt is vehemently urged, that it deprives the 
' human Will of its Freedom in acting. If this 
can be proved, I grant it is an abſurd Principle. 5 
| | Bat Proof cannot be given thereof. 1ſt, A 


998 
SY 


— +. 


—— — —EÄE — 5 
K * : N 


Holy ſpiritual Principle is infuſed, or created ; 
| in'the Mind, in which the Will neither con- 
dum der oppoſes : : Or, it neither wills, nor | 
RAE © 7 Infuſion and Creation. The 
Miach in this ſupernatural Work upon it, is 
pe entirely paſſive, or it acts not at all therein, 

either in a Way of Concurrence or Oppoſition. 
Now, the Freedom of the Mind's Agency 
| _ cannot be affected in a Work upon it, wherein 
it is not, nor can be active, either in a Way 
of Concurrence, or Oppoſition; which is the 
Fact in this Matter. It is granted, I think, 
even by all who differ from us in this Point, 
5 1 Men , with ** afforded to them, 1 
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contrary to Juſtice, nor licentious. 9 


acquire holy Habits. I ask, therefore, if it 
js impoſſible with God, to create ſuch Habits, 
in the human Mind? If it is, then, Men are 
able to do more for themſelves, than God can 
do for them. To imagine this, ſeems to me 
a real and great Abſurdity. Divine Promiſes, 
moſt certainly, do not exceed the Extent of 
divine Power. God promiſes to take away the 
Heart of Stone, out of our Fleſh: And to give 
us an Heart of Fleſh. A new Heart alſo will 
1 give you, and a new Spirit will I put within 
you; is His gracious Language in the new Co- 
venant. Which Promiſes very clearly expreſs 
the Infuſion, or Creation of a holy Principle, 
or Spring of Action, in our Souls. What His 
Voodneſs promiſes: His Power can effect. 
And, therefore, He is able, to imprinciple out 
Minds, with a holy Diſpoſition. And, this 
Infuſion of Holineſs, cannot infringe the Li- 
berty of our Will; the Reaſon whereof, is moſt 
clear, our Will is not active therein. For, the 
Will acts not, either in a Way of Volition, or 
| Nilling, in that Work upon us. And its Free- 
dom cannot be affected, in that wherein, nei: 
ther its Conſent, nor its Refuſal, do, or can 
0 Oe 7 0 Oi OY 
_ 2dly, Grace 
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excites that holy Principle into 
Act. Wherein the Will acts freely, as it is 
the Subject of that Principle, or Diſpoſition to 
Holineſs. No unnatural Force, or Violence 
is offered to the Will, in moving it to act, 
agreeably unto its own Diſpoſition. And as 
| r | ; | our 
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againſt our Opinion of the E 
idility of the Grace of God, in our Regenera- 
tion, and Sanctification. 
2. Many object, that Ihe edle ebene 9 
7s 's inconſiſtent with Tuflice. Particularly, Chriſt's = 
ſuffering Penalty, in the Stead of Sinners. 1 
 Anfe. 1, He covenanted to ſuffer for them. 
It was propoſed to Him, by the divine Fa- 
ther, to lay down His Life, for His People, 
unto which Propoſal He agrecd. 2. He bat 
Power over His Life, and He might enter into 
Agreement to reſign it, for periſhing Sinners. 
lle had Power 70 lay it down, and Power 10 
ale it again. For, He was Lord of 3 it. . Which 
is what no Man is. And, therefore, none may 
— 
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our Minds are ſanctified by divine Grace, there 


is an habitual Diſpoſition, or Inclination, i in 
our Will, unto that which is Good. As there 
is, in the Fleſh, an habitual Inclination to what 
is Evil. We act freely both in our good, and 
evil Volitions: For, the Will's Choice of con- 
trary Objects is voluntary, becauſe there are in 
it, two contrary Springs of Action. One is 
Good; and the other is Beil. And, therefore, 
its Freedom in neither is infringed in the leaſt N 
Degree. If we maintained, that the Will, is 
determined, by a divine Influence upon it, to 
chuſe What! is Good, without a Diſpoſition, = 
Inclination in it, unto Holineſs, it might be 
fſaid, that we prejudice its natural Liberty; — 
as we do not, nor ſuppoſe it, there is not the 


leaſt Ground for this Char ye of Abfurdity, 


cicy, and ref. 


i 


2 
* 


ET 
13 
ee 


_ contrary to Juſtice, nor licentious. 11 
agree to ſuffer Death, for a capital Offender, 


Nor is any Man Lord of his Members, any 


more than of his Life. And, therefore, it is 


not lawful for any one to agree to ſuffer Mu- 
tilation, the Loſs of an Eye, or a Hand, for 


another, who by his Crime, hath rendered 5 


himſelf worthy of ſuch Puniſhment. Nor, 
would it be juſt, in a civil Governor, to accept 
of the Engagement of an innocent Perſon, to 


| ſuffer bodily Pains and Penalties for a Delin- 


quent. Becauſe, no Man is Lord of himſelf, 


br hath a Right to diſpole of his Life, or his ö 
Limbs, as he pleaſes. A Man may not injure 
= himſelf, in his Perſon, nor hath a Power of 
* inveſting others with a legal Right, of doing 
him, a perſonal Injury. But all Things, are 
* otherwiſe with God, and Chriſt, our Saviour, 
8 or elſe we are inevitably undone for ever- 


"Hs 3 WII was wholly in it. No 5 


S WER was offered to Chriſt, our Saviour, 
buy God our Judge, in His Sufferings and 
5 e He was not reluctant, but abſolutely 
= ſubmiſſive to the Pleaſure, and Appointment, 
of God, in all He ſuffered. His Language 
” was this: Not my Will; but thine be done. 
And, /ball I not drink the Cup, which my Fa- 
| ther, giveth me to drink? Since our. bleſſed 
: Lord, had a Right to diſpoſe of His Life, 
and He freely reſigned it, in Obedience to the 
Will of His F ather, there was nothing con- 
ty to Juſtice, 1 in that en, 


1 — The 


The Goſpel not abe not 


. The Sufferings of Chriſt were not of 
long Continuance. If they had been perpe- 
tuated, and He had not 20 an End of them, 
it might be objected, that infinite Wiſdom, 
and Juſtice, could never ordain, that this 
Holy ONE, ſhould always remain in a ſuffer- 
ing State, for guilty Men; becauſe, in that 
Caſe, it would have been impoſſible for Him, 
ever to receive from God, a Reward for His 
- unparalleled Submiſſion, unto His ſovereign 
Will. But as He was conducted through, 


and a Period was put to His Sufferings, ſuch 4 

a glorious Reward might be given unto Him, 
zs it became God to beſtow, and is fully ſati- 

factory to Him, in its Enjoyment, | Which s 


- the real Fac. . For, 5 
Our Redeemer is amply bnd * EE 
D His Suffering, and Death. On Account of 
: His Obedience to the divine Will, in ſubmit= | 


ting to ſuffer the ignominious, painful, and 
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accurſed Death of the Croſs : God hath highly 2 


_ exalted Him, and given Him a Name, which | 


is above every Name: That at the Name of | 
Jeſus, every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in 
Heaven, and Things! in Earth: And that every Þ 
Tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. He 
hath ſeen, does, 8 5 will eternally ſee of the 
Travail of His Soul, unto His entire Satisfac- 
tion, and Joy. And. therefore, there is no- 
thing inconſiſtent with Juſtice, in this Pro- 
ore." T hat was not required of Chriſt, 
da RE 5 which 
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which was not in his Right to give. His 
| Life was His own : He was Lord of it. And 
the Will of that Nature, wherein He ſuffered 
and died, voluntarily ſubmitted to Suffering 
and Death. He is delivered from a State of 


= Suffering, and is crowned with Glory and 
> Honour, as a Reward for His Obedience to 
the Will of God, in this Affair. This Cauſe 
will triumph over all the groundleſs Cavils of 
Obdjectors. A clear Stating, and proper Ex- 
plication of i it, will enable us, to anſwer the 
Objections, which are brought againſt it, in 
ſuch a Manner, as not to admit of a ſolid Re- 
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icentious. i 


* and as Jome Mn Ty that we Joy Let 
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nt Many affirm, that the evangelical Scheme 1 55 


I..) The Doctrine of the ſuperabounding — ol 
0 rade of God. It is ſaid, that it encourage: 
Men to continue in Sin. Azſiv. Divine Grace 
= | faves the chief of Sinners; but it faves no Man 
In his Sins, or without Holineſs, And, there- 
fore, ſuch as are deſtitute of Holineſs, have 
no Ground to conclude, that they are Subjects 
of Salvation. Conſequently, this Doctrine 
Mp gives no Encouragement, unto a Continuance 
nin Sin. But we need not wonder, that ſuch 
C Charge i 1s brought againſt - for it was in 
the Time of the Apoſtles. And it is not ſtrange, 
that the fame Doctrine, is now loaded with 
the ſame Reproach by the ſame Sort of Per- 
ſons. And not rather as we be flanderoufly re- 
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u do Evil that Good may come. The Apoſtle 
paſſes a ſevere, but juſt Sentence, againſt theſe 
_ Objetors :. Whoſe Damnation is juſt (a). Who 
thus impiouſly dare to ſlander the Doctrine of 
the Grace of Gd. | 
(.) The Doctrine of Juſtification by the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is alſo charged in 
L the ſame Manner. It is ſaid, that it renders our. 
Obedience needleſs. Anſw. iſt, It diſſolves not 
our Obligation to Obedience. That remains 
in full Force, and it eternally will. For, it is 
not poſſible, that thould ceaſe. , And, there- 
fore, 2d, Obedience is neceſſary i in Point of 3 
Duty, though not for the Juſtification of our 
Perſons, before God. zd, Our free juſtifi- 
cation by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, is a powerful 
Motiye, unto. holy Obedience, in a Way of 
SGratitude, for ſo eminent a Favour, graciouſly 
| beſtowed on us. 1 
843.) The Doctrine of final y > Ig = K 
i RR ſo charged. The Oppoſers of it fay, | 
What need of Watchſulneſs, Caution, and Di- 
 ligence, is there, if Perſeverance is rendered 
certain bythe Grate of God? Many have much 
diſplayed their Rhetoric, in haranguing on this 
Doctrine, in order to expoſe it. Anſio. _ 
It̃t is not Perſeverance in Sin, but! in Holineſs, = 
which is pleaded for, as ſecured, by divine 
Grace. 2d, Though true Believers cal nat 
- periſh, they may loſe their Comforts, | 
Len, the. Hiding of God's Fa ace, and break ] 
| RES, ther 
' (@ ) Rom. 11, 8. e 
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there let him periſh for 
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Dei Bones.” And; he who trembles not, at 


the ſerious Thoughts of theſe Things, 7s no 
Chriftian” I am ſure. zd, He who can be 
negligent, careleſs, and looſe in his Walk and 
Converſation, upon this Principle, I ſay, upon 
this Principle, ſins in ſuch a Manner, as apo- 
fate Spirits, cannot do; for they have not 
= an Opportunity of ſinning, after this dreadful 
Rate. I will be no Advocate for ſuch an in- 
* carnate Devil; he is not travelling to Hea- 
ven; but poſting down to Hell: And if he ſhall 
remain ſuch in his Diſpoſition, and Conduct, 
= ever, without the haft 
Pity from God, or 9755 robo 4 love bim, ele 
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4 Reſpecting che Doctrine of the Trinky.” 


AF 4h; ) It is to be obſerved, that there is a 

9 Plirality, in Deity; clear Evidence is given : 

of this, in theſe Words: Let us make Man in 
dur Image; after our Likeneſs (5). Us, and 
bur, properly imply a Plurality, and, there- 
* fore, more than one Agent, Was concerned, 5 
in the Creation of Man. Hence, we read of 5 
our Makers, in the plural Number. here 

7s God (Wy) my Makers (c) ? Let Tjrael re- 
A (HPPA, In 475 Matters . Remem- 


, ber 


0 Cen. 1 1. 26. le) Job xxxv. 10. 7 Plat, cxlix. 2. 


II. Inftiuation 150 de Liden to ek as : 

1 1 themſelves: Or, think the contrary, 5 
= . e) to the pan of Chritt, in its 5 
1 "—_ Branches. | 
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ber (pena) thy Cee. For thy (wy) 


Makers (J). It is reaſonable to conclude, that 
Man was not formed by a fngle Agent; but 
that more than one acted in his Formation. 


We do not infer from hence, that there are 


many in Deity, as Enjedinus, a Socinian Writer 


very perverſely ſuggeſts *. All which is pleaded | 
for, from theſe Teſtimonies, i is this: That there 
muſt be a Plurality, in Deity, becauſe theſe 


Modes of Speaking, manifeſtly ſuppoſe it. 
We do not pretend, that the Number of di- 


vine Agents, can be by them determined. 
But clear it is, that more than a ſingle Agent 
is deſigned in them. We learn from other | 


Scriptures what that Number is. 


(2.) Divine Agents are not fewer, nor more © 5 


I than three. God the Father. Concerning 


| whoſe Deity, and Almighty Agency there is 
no Diſpute. Chriſt, who bears the Characters 
8 of 5 and the Word. Hei is another divine 


| Agent: 


wr Eecleſ. . 127 it A Ital. lv. 5. 1 


* hs enim illas Voter Pier & noſtram, Multitudinem | 
Jenotare, ergo non poſſe de unica Perſona intelligi, ſed de tribus | 
accipiendum eſſe. Ad he nos reſponſuri, primo dicimus. $i 
ex hac loquendi Formula Numerus & Natura Dei venanda, & 
4 colligenda : Non plus Trinitariis, in hoc Dito, ad tres Deita» 
tis Perſonas ſtabiliendas Præſidii, quam Gentibus & Idololatris, 
Ad ſua multiplicia & Numero carentia Numina conſirmandum. 
Illud enim Faciamus & noſtram, tam poteſt ad decem, Centum, 
Mille, quam ad tria referri. Neque quidquam eſt futilius & 
ineptius, gu fic argumentari : Hic dicuntur eſſe multi, erg 
am poſſunt eſſe viginti, triginta, quinquaginta, Ce. 
Ergo ſi quid Roboris in hoc Argumento eſt, hoc tantum con- 
cludit, ' Deos eſſe multos. Abfit autem a nobts; cette abeſt a 
_ Mofe, iſta Prophanitas, ut Multitudinem Deorum, ſacrarum 
Literarum Tien introducamus Rabuliamus, In Gen. 1 i. 26. 


ſunt tres. 


Hf 
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| Ag ent. And by him were all Things created, 


Al Things were made by Him, and without 
Him, was not any Thing made, that was made. 


He alſo upholds all Things, by the Werd of His 
Power. The Holy Spirir likewiſe, is a Divine 
Agent. And, is the Author of Works, which 
can only be effected, by immenſe Wiſdom 
and Power. He was an Agent in the firſt 
Creation. For, He moved upon the Face of 
= theWaters, therein. And, He i is the efficient 
= Cauſe of the new Se Thoſe who are 
born again, are born of the Spirit. Theſe three, 
the Father, the Son, and the Bleſſed Spirit, 
are jointly propoſed, as Objects of Chriſtian 
Worſhip. Chriſtians are — Ws 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft. They are truly diſtinct, the Fa- 
ther, is not the Son, nor the Son, the Father, 
neither is the Bleſſed Spirit, either, the Father, 
or the Son; but another diſtin& from them 
both. Yet theſe Divine Three are One, 24 here 
are Three, that bare Record in Heaven, the 
= Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, theſe ü 
* Three are ONE 6 ). They are three per- 
 ſonally, and one 1 In which Senſe 
only, they can be three ditinct Divine Agents, 
and the joint Objects of the Worſhip of the . 


Church, which they will eternally be. 


. The Doctrine of Election, is another 
important Truth, concerning which, Inſtrue- 


tion * to be given, As the Word i Einen 
| 'D NP” that 


x £13 tha V. 7. 


e baptized, in the 
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that is, a Choice of ſome, from among others. 
And moſt evident it is, that God did chuſe a 
certain Number of the human Race. Accord. 
ing as He hath choſen us in Him (/. Hath 
from the Beginning choſen you (i). This At 
of God was eternal, before the Foundation of 
the World. A Purpoſe which was, in the 
Divine Mind, before the World began (*). | 
And, it was a ſovereign gracious Decree. It = 
is an Election of Grace (HJ. The Objects o | 
it were not conſidered, in that Divine Act, 
poſſeſſed of ſuch Qualities, as recommended 
them to the Favour of God, before others. 
For, all that Holineſs, whereof they become 
Subjects, ſprings from their Election, and 
therefore, it could not be a Motive to that 
Choice. God choſe us that we might be, and 
not, becauſe he foreſaw, that wwe would be bo- 
ly / m). This Choice is unto Salvation, thro 
Sandlifcation of the Spirit (n). Conſequent- 3 
= Iy our n is an Effect of that gra- 
cious Decree, And, as Glorification follows 
upon Sanctification, that Salvation which we | 
were choſen to, muſt be eternal Glory, unto 
:  wwbich we are called, by the God of al Grace, 
according unto his Purpoſe in Election (o). 
This Decree is unalterable, it is that Fun- 
0 dation, anz 1 fore, young. this Seat, 7 
60 Eph. 4 5 2 ThedT. f ii. „ wy 2 Tim. 


- (7) Rom. xi. 5. n) Eph. i. 4+ 7 2 Thel 
1. be (4 Per v. 10. 2 Tim. 1. Wk 
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= the Lord knoweth them, that are His (. And, 


therefore, all the Elect, ſhall certainly be Par- 
takers of Holineſs, in this World, as a Meet- 
neſs, for the everlaſting Enjoyment of God, 


in the next. Unto both which, He eternally 


deſigned them, in this His Sovereign, 000 


gracious Decree. 


'The Covenant of Grace is a glorious 


3. 4 
| Subject, about which Inſtruction ſhould be 


given. That there is a Covenant, wherein, 


„ 


Proviſion is made for the Salvative of the 
| Church, it is moſt clear. This was the Sup- 
port of "Dots, and the Ground of his Tri- 


= umph, under his Troubles, and in the Pro- 


ICH 


ſpect of his Diſſolution. Althoug h my Houſe 


be not ſo with God, yet He bath 2 with me 
2 everlaſiing Covenant; This is all my Sal-. 
vation, and all my Defir ire, though he make it 
not to grow (2). The Parties, who contract- 
cd, therein, were the Divine Perſons, Fa- 
ther, Son, and the Holy Spirit. Chriſt was 
cConſtituted Mediator, in that Compact. Ae. 


in that Capacity, the Father required Him to 


5 

Wee. 
RIS 
DET. 


do and ſuffer all that was neceſſary unto the 

Salvation of the Church, in a Conſiſtency with 
the Honour of the Law, and the Glory of 
the Divine Perfections. Chriſt, on his Par, 15 


conſented to the Will and Requirement of 


the Father. On Account of this His free 1 


gagement, He is called the Surety of this better : 
| Teſtament, or Covenant. And this His Un- 
dertaking, nin upon Him an Obligation, 


* to 
69 Tim. ii 19. 2) 2 Sam. xx ii. 5. 
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to perform the Father's Will; who promiſed 
Him, on that Condition, that he ſhould fee His 


Seed, i. e. view them in ſuch a State of Bleſſed- 
nels, as would be fully to the Satisfaction, and 


Joy of his Soul. And, therefore, all the precious 
Benefits, of Pardon, Peace, Juſtification, Grace, 
and eternal Glory, are compriſed therein. Chriſt 


having punctually performed all he undertook 


to do and ſuffer, an Obligation on the Father, 
ariſes from thence, to fulfil thoſe Promiſes 


made to Him, reſpecting His Seed, for whom, 
He tecame a durety. And, on that Ground, 
He hath a Right to expect and demand, the 


Beſtowment of Grace and Glory, in their Be- 


half. The Holy Spirit, concurred with the ; f 
Father, and Chriſt in this Deſign, and agreed, 
in this fœderal Tranſaction, to glorify our 


| Bleſſed Lord, and ſanctify His Church, or 
mſtical Body. By theſe federal Acts of the 
Divine Perſons, the compleat and everlaſting | 
8 Salvation, of all the Elect, is HFectually eur - 
cd, and rendered certain. This Agreement 


— very rightly called a Covenant of Grace. 


heéecauſe, jree Favour gave Riſe to it, and all, 
odr every Kind of Grace is promiſed therein. 
his is a very noble, grand, and ſublime Sub- 


ject, and, therefore, it is moſt worthy of our 


diligent Conſideration. For, there is therein, 
an unequalled Diſplay of the Glory of the 


Divine Perſons, and of all the infinitely glo- 


rious Properties of the Divine Nature. And,. 


| therefore, we cannot be better employed, than 


by 


contrary to Juſtice, nor licentious. * 


zn ſerious and fixed Meditations on it, and in 
giving clear and convincing Inſtruction con- 
: cerning It. | 
: . Redemption and Peace by the Blood of 
Chriſt, we muſt explain and give Inſtruction 
about. The Demerit of Sin, is to be treated 


of and maintained. We muſt ſhew, that it 


ſubjects Men to the Curſe of the Law, and 
the awful Diſpleaſure of God. And it is ne- 
ceſſary to prove, that we are all guilty, be- 
fore God, our righteous Judge; and, there- 
fore, are obnoxious to the Law's Curſe, and 
the dreadful Vengeance, of the Divine Law- 
giver. That, without Satisfaction made for 


= our Crimes, it is impoſſible, we ſhould ever 


be admitted to Fellowſhip with our Maker. 
And, that it is abſolutely out of our Power to 


7 redeem our Souls, and make our Peace with 


God, by any Thing, we have to offer, or can 
: perform. We muſt aſſert, inculcate, and 
clearly explain, that eternal Redemption, which . 


5 Chriſt obtained, and that Peace, which He 


made, by the Blood of His Croſs. Our Saviour 

was made of a Woman, and made under the 

Law, to redeem us, who were under the Law, 
And, He ſuffered its Curſe, whereby our Re- 

; demption from it, was effected. This Re- 


demption is the Forgiveneſs of Sins, Not a 
5 Propoſal of Pardon, upon our Performance of 


certain Conditions; but Remiſſion of Sin itſelf. 


Whereof, the Nature of the Thing, is a clear 


Evidence. For, our Gullt being charged on 


Him, 
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Him, and He ſuffering the Penalty, RE "WM 
demerited, and his Sufferings being ſuch in 
Value, as Law and Juſtice required, by Rea- 
fon of the infinite Dignity of the Bleſſed Suf- 
8 rer: : It muſt be real Pardon, and not an 
Offer of it, which was by His Sufferings 
[1 obtained. Reconciliation for our Iniquity is 
made, by the Meiab being cut of, not for 
W  Zimfelf; but on our Account. There is, 
therefore, no Condemnation to then, that are 
in Chrift Yeſus. Who ſhall condemn? It is 
| Chrift that died. And therefore, we being 
juſtified, i. e. acquitted and diſcharged of our 
Guilt, by his Blood, wwe ſhall be ſaved from 
Math „* h him. Such are 2 Evidences, 
in Favour i of this moſt glorious and precious 
Truth, of our eternal Redemption, by he - 
SL Death of the Son of God, that it will never 
be poſſible, for the depraved Wit of Men, to 
HObſfcure them, by their moſt ſapbiſtica! Cavils, 
ns ObjeQions. | We ſhall certainly be able 
do triumph over them all, in Htriéiiy attending 
unto, and properly arguing upon, thoſe clear 
and ſhining Evidences of it. 
„ requiſite to give Inſtruction, con- 
cerning the important Doctrine of Juſtifica- 5 
tion. The Guiltineſs of Men, before God, is 
. aſſerted and proved. What Things ſo= 
0 eder the Law ſaith, it faith to them, 0 are 
under the Law; that. every Mouth may be 
Harfe, and all the wu rl may become 550% 1 


Lale 


3 
. 
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before God (r). And the Impoſſibility of a 
guilty Creature, being juſtified 1 in the Sight of 
God, as conſidered in himſelf, is to be demon- 
5 ſtrated, from the Perfection, and unalterable 
Nature of the Law, and the infinite Purity 
of the Divine Lawgiver; with whom it is 
not poſſible, to account a Man r hteous, 
who hath not a Righteouſneſs, wbick 
ſwerable to the Requirements, of the Law, 


is an- 


which is the Rule of Action to him. One 


Kind of Righteouſneſs is not required of us, 
in Point of Duty, and another accepted, by 
our Maker, as the Matter of our Juſtification 


before Him. We are juſtified freely, or with- ; 


_. out any Works of our own. Chriſt is made 


of God, Righteouſneſs unto us. And, we are | 


made Righteous by his Obedience (5). So that 
Righteouſneſs, without Works, is imputed i. 
us (t). That is to fay, without our per ſonal 


Acts of Obedience. For, that is the only 
= Senſe, wherein it can with Propriety, and 


Truth, be ſaid, that Righteouſneſs without 
Works, 1s imputed unto us. The Meaning 


of the Apoſtle cannot be, that Righteouſneſs, 
does not conſiſt of Works, or Acts of Obe- 


dience, for, that it moſt certainly does. But 


his Deſign is to prove, that, that Righteouſ- 


neſs, whereby, we are juſtified, before God, 
does not conſiſt of, but is without any x 
1 our . AQs of Obedience. And, dee. 5 


17 Rom. l. 19. 6 | Chap. . 9. 
(e Chap. i. 6. 
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fore, it muſt be the Obedience of W v1. 


—— ge — ———B . — t'lk x ꝗͤ— ñᷣ ec cw 5 5 


— . —K—K—— —— 
: 


of Chriſt, whois the Lordour Righteouſneſs. And 


in Him are we juſtified (u). This is that folid 
Foundation, whereon, we may now glory, 
and upon which, we ſhall be admitted unto 
the Enjoyment of future Glory and Bleſſed- 
. neſs. For, Grace will reign, through Righ- 
teouſneſs, unto eternal Life, by Jeſus Cheri ft our 
Lord ( x). : 
© KW The Dodrine of Regeneration and "OR | 
tification, muſt be ſtated, explained, and de- 
 fended. We ought to ſhew the Neceſſity of 
Regeneration. That without it, Men cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Holineſs is 
our Meetneſs for the heavenly State. And, 
without it no Man fhall fee the Lord. The - 
efficient Cauſe thereof is God, without the 
Concurrence of our Will therein. F. or, as 
Chriſtians, we are born, not of Blood, nor of 
the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, 
but of God (y). Me make not ourſelves to dif= 
= neither have we any Thing, which we did 
i not receive; and, therefore, we ſhould not glory, 
as if we did not receive it, The imputive 
Cauſe, is, the abundant Mercy, and great 
Love of God to our Perſons (2). It is the 
pure Effect of his good Pleaſure, and is ab. 
5 ſolutely without any moving Conſideration, 
in us. Of which, the Nature of the Work 
titſelf, is a moſt clear Proof. For, it is the 
To Implantation, Toh, or Creation of a Pry x 
rin- 


18 ) Hai. xiv. 25. (251 13 
5 13. (z)1 Ver. i. 3: 78 i. * 
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Principle, in our Souls, and from that Prin- 


ciple, all Acts of holy Obedience ſpring, both 
internal, and external. Conſequently, previ- 


= ous unto the Production of that Principle, no 
Acts of Faith, Hope, Love, evangelical Re- 


pentance, and holy Obedience, could poſſibly 


= ariſe in our Minds, or be performed by us. 
= The Grace of Regeneration, therefore, muſt 
be freely given, or without any the leaſt Mo- 
= tive in us, to induce God to communicate it 
POET. TRI an) 


; 


| Farther, it is God, who maintains, and 


carries on this good Work in us. For it is God, 

= that wor eth in us both to will and to do, of” 

His good Pleaſure (a). So that, the Whole of 

= our Holineſs, or Sanctification, is from Him, 

in a Way of Efficiency. Ve are his Work. 

” manſhip, created in Chriſt Teſus, unto good 

Morte (6). As no good Thing, dwells in 

= our Fleſh, or corrupt Nature, no good Acts, 

can be educed out of it. Holy Actions, can- 

= not ariſe from that, which luſteth againſt be 
Spirit, or the regenerate Principle, which is 

= called Spirit, becauſe it is born of the Spirit, 

= and its Nature is ſpiritual, The Grace of 

Regeneration, therefore, is not beſtowed on 

us, becauſe we were Subjects of a Fitneſs to 

; receive it actively. Nor, can we, by our na- 

* tural Ability, increaſe that Holineſs, which in. 
Regeneration is wrought in our Hearts. As 


the Beginning, ſo the Progreſs and Advance-' 
(e) Phil, i. 33. (5) Eph. ü. 10. 


efficiently. 


26 The Goſpel not abſurd, not 
ment ofo our SanAlification, -are entirely: * God, | 


7. The final Perſeverance of the Saints, 


is a Doctrine, which we muſt maintain, and 
give Inſtruction about. By that, is intended, i 
the Security of Believers from Falling totally 


and finally. The Grounds of that Security, 
dare many. The unalterable Love of God. 


The Immutability of the Divine Counſel con- 


cCee.erning their Salvation. The Expiation of their 
Guilt by Chriſt's Death. The Juſtification of 


their Perſons, through His Righteouſneſs, by 


Which, they are made Heirs, according io 
the Hope of eternal Life. Their Union with 
Him, as a Head of Life, and Influence. 1 
Dwelling of the Holy Spirit in them, as a 
Sanctifier, and Comforter. The Interceſſion 
of Chriſt for them. The Will of the Di- 
vine Father, that he ſhould ſafely keep, and 


conduct them to Glory. Theſe are ſome of 


the numerous ſolid Grounds of their Secu- 


rity, and they are ſuch as cannot fail. And, 


therefore, their Faith ſhall not fail. Grace i in 9 
them ſhall never become extinct. It is in 


them, a Well of Water ſpringing up into 


; everlaſing Life. God, and Chriſt are united, 


in the gracious Deſign of their final, fall, . 
and certain Felicity. And, if the Grace, 5 
Power, and Care of both, are ſufficient to 

uphold and defend them, they ſhall never 
maiſcarry and be loſt. My Sheep hear my Voice, | 
= and 1 a and 1. follno me. And Igive 
. 1 „ e 


p 
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cCentrary to Juſtice, nor licentious. 27 
unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any Man phack them out of 
my Hand. My Father; which gave them me, 1s 
greater than all, and no Man ts able to pluck 
them out of my Father's Hand . Ss ng 
8. The Doctrine of eternal Life is to be 
F explained, and inculcated. We muſt give 
Ignſtruction about the Origin of future Bleſſed- 
|= neſs. Which is the good Pleaſure of God (d). 
It is to us an adſolutely free Gift, And yet, 
= we have a gal Title to it, which is our Jul, 
= tification by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, im- 
pauted to us. For, thereby, we are made Heirs 
\ according to the Hope of eternal Life. And 
_ E therefore, Juſtification, and Glorification _ 
EE inſeparably connected. Whom He juſtified, then 
He ahjo glorijied. On this ö —— — . 
Y Law is magnified, and the Glory of Divine 
juſtice ſhines forth, in our everlaſting Bliſs, _ 
to the Amazement of Angels, and the my of „ 
| the Church for evermore. „„ 
= Again, we ought to new, N N . 
; C parted to us from Chriſt, is our Meetneſs for 
| the Enjoyment of future Glory. None but 
thoſe, who derive Holineſs, and Grace from Ml 
Fo Him, are fit for, and capable of enjoying 
Fx; Heaven. And, we muſt ſhew the Nature 
of it. That it is the Fruition of God, as the 
God f all Grace (e). The Saints, therefore, „ 
Z will for ever be oerl about, the ſove- 


OW reign, £ 


(e) nary 27, 28, 00 Luke xii. 3... 4 
00 1 Fes. v. 10. + | 


De coped mr Mfr," not 


bo eign 800 and infinite Love of God. * 
1 2 Peſigns of Divine Love, And the 
Aiſtinct Actings of it, in the diſtinct Divine 
Perſons, Father, Son; and Holy Ghoſt. And, 
about the adorable Diſcovery of all the infi- 
nitely glorious Properties, of the Divine Na- 


g ture in their Salvation. Theſe are ſome of 


tho important Principles, which we ought, ; | 
; as Mmiſters, to give Inſtruction concerning, : 


_ unto. them, who oppoſe themſelves, or think 


2 . to us, on thoſe Teint of Doctrine. . | 


Ky "mM. Inſtruction mut be given in Meeknefi. : 
85 This does not, it cannot mean, that evangeli- 


. cal Doctrines are to be treated of, in a cold and | 
HEE rndifferent Manner, as if they were ſpeculative 3 
Points, and of na Importance. For, they are 


Ff the great Moment. The Glory of God, | 


"the Aras Peace, Joy, and everlaſting . 
Salvation of the Saints, are moſt nearly z 
A tereſted therein, and promoted by them. Nc 1 It 
is it to be thought, that we muſt ſpeak of 


- theſe Principles, In a doubtful Way; as if 


full Evidence of their Truth was wanting. 3 
They are to be conftantly affirmed, as certain 
and undoubted Truths, and with a full Per- 


1 5 ſuafion of their Verity, upon a ferions and dili- 


Conſideration, of thoſe clear and cogent 

Proofs, which we have thereof, in the Holy , 
5 Sexiprures. Coldneſs and Heſitation, in Rela- 
tion to evangelical Doctrines, may cauſe Men 
to think, that they are, either triuial or 2 : 


contrary: 70 7 


Ful, and, therefore, it is no great Matter, whe- 


ther they are embraced, or reſected. It is to 
be feared, that the ſapine and lalemurm Man- 
ner, wherein, ſome Preachers, have treated 


of evangelical Doctrines, hath occaſioned many = | 


to entertain an WI that oy are of very 
_ ditth Moment. 


They ought to be e ple! hs Bulls: 1 
And contended for, wah Earneſineſs. - Alſo, 


1 1 Meekneſs, towards ſuch, who Hſe them- „ 


Flues. 


IV. The End we are to A EAT Y is, hs 


[2 Repentanc:, and Acknowledgment of the Truth, 


1. Repentance of their Errors. Which are 


FO owing to the Carnality and Pride of their | 
„ 1 nie, that their Reaſon, . 


WW. 


0 r. 7 8 8 


1. With Humility aud Tanbemeſg : We bY 
| 5 -Thauld eandider, that we are naturally, Subjects 
ol the fame Darkneſs, and Averſion to ſpiritual = 
Things, from whence their Oppotitiver tothe 
1 Goſpel ſprings. Which Conſideration will en- 
gage us, to give them Inſtruction, in a Spirit 
1 Meeknefs, and with Tenderneſs towards their 9 LEI 
Ss Perſons. But, . 
2. Some we ovghe decide ſharply, ( (arvre- 1 
= hos) ſeverely, cuttingly. that they may be ſound 1 
nn the Faith (). Their Impertinence in ar= 
| > guing, 18 to be taken Notice of, and .expoſed, 985 | : : 
| with Smartne/s, in . the N ps 
ich they ee, 23 e 


. ey 9 


. 605. not 017 * 


aa to . conſulted, about the Nature of reli- 

_ -gious Principles, and. as that determines, con- 

- cerning them, ſo they frame their Belief. And, 

not according to ſcriptural Evidence, even on 

ſuch Subjects, as are peculiar to Revelation. 
© Than which there is Nothing more abſurd, 

- 2. Repentance is a Divine Gift (g. And, a5 
ve know not, but God may graciouſly beſtow 


15 | . it, we ſhould continue to give eee un- 3 4 
N to theſe Oppoſers. 


i Acknowledgment of the Truth =" 
= follow.” The Goipel, in general, which is the 


Mord of Truth, Or ſome particular Doctrines 
of it. We ought to be ready to give an — 


LE every Man that afeeth us a Reaſon of the Hope, 


bat is in us, with Meekneſs and Fear (h. As = S 
believe with our Heart unto Righteouſneſs : So 

_ with our Mouth, we are, to make Confeſſion un- 

to Salvation (i J. To the Divine Father, the 


Eternal Sbn, and the Holy Spirit, Se equal, and 


3 the big bet Praiſes, aſcribed, . =. tor 


2097  evertizore, - Amen. 
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"Page"; 3. "Line 26, ec out 3 „ 
Pag. 24. Line 53 wor * read ad impulſe, ve. 


